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Anderson, Mark and Banner, Lois
MM - PERSONAL (nf)
Harry N. Abrams (World)

With text by prominent women’s historian Lois Banner and photographs by Mark Anderson, MM - PERSONAL is
based on over 10,000 largely unseen and heretofore unpublished items that were contained in Marilyn Monroe’s
two personal file cabinets and that form the basis of the Marilyn Monroe Archive. The dark grey file cabinet,
originally kept in the guest room of Monroe’s Brentwood house, has long been the “Rosetta Stone” of Monroe
scholarship. The book unlocks a number of mysteries that have withstood resolution since Monroe’s death
almost fifty years ago, regarding her private life, her management of her public persona, her relationships with
the photographers who shot her, her sensitivity to her fans, her marriages to Joe DiMaggio and Arthur Miller, her
friendships with women and others, and her death. MM - PERSONAL will be a coffee table book of
approximately 30,000 words of introductory text, interpretive captions, and 250 color and twenty-two black and
white photographs. The photographs will range from shots of single items to montages of related items. They
will include shots of photographs, documents, letters, and artifacts important to Monroe. A chronology of
Marilyn’s life will follow the text, keyed to the material in the photographs and in the written introduction. There
will be a brief bibliography.

Austen, Jake and Taylor, Yuval
DARKEST AMERICA: BLACK MINSTRELSY FROM SLAVERY TO HIP-HOP (nf)
W.W. Norton (US & Canada)

Blackface minstrelsy, the controversial 19th century stage phenomenon, left an indelible mark on America’s
popular culture, and in this bold new book the authors tackle the question of why some African American
audiences and many black performers — from 20th century performers to today’s hip-hop culture, with its Def
Jam comics, and such superstar performers as Eddie Murphy, Tyler Perry, and Dave Chappelle — continue to
return to and embrace remnants of that problematic, often degrading tradition.

Mel Watkins — author of Stepin Fetchit: The Life and Times of Lincoln Perry and On the Real Side: A History of
African American Comedy
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